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Senior Summer Reading Portfolio 
Evangel Christian Academy 

2019-2020 

1) BOOKS TO READ – All students will be asked to read two books as part of their senior project. 

Descriptions for the books can be found at websites like Amazon.com. All students are required to read      

● The True History of the Elephant Man by Michael Howell and Peter Ford and complete the 

essay requirement. Instructions are attached.  

● The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon and complete the attached questions. 

**Have you taken the ACT?  If not, you need to take it this summer!  See Mrs. Anderson 
ASAP for dates and deadlines!  This is VERY important!! 
 
2) Prepare your PERSONAL RESUME.  Follow the example given (on the school website), but 
remember to make it your own.  Everyone has strengths and weaknesses, so don’t get tangled in 
worries about what you haven’t done; instead, focus on what you have done.  And, remember you 
haven’t graduated yet, so there is still some time to add to this information. *You must type this!  
Easy way to do this—fill in the template provided with your own information.  Don’t recreate the 
wheel!  
 
3) Research your TOP THREE UNIVERSITIES!  Go to the schools website and find out about it. 
After you have perused the website write a paragraph that will inform the reader about the 
university.  Include specific details!  Things to include: 

● location of university 

● minimum GPA and ACT score 

● average GPA and ACT score 

● Does it offer the major you wish to pursue? 

● Application Deadlines (Scholarships, Early Decision, Regular Decision, Rolling Admissions, 
etc…) 

● Does it accept the common application? 

● Tuition (Including room, books, and board) 
● Scholarship opportunities for freshman 

● Are there any specific classes that the university prefers or requires for admission? 

● Athletics, Drama, Music, Performing Arts….what does this university have to offer? 

 
**If you are not planning to go to college, then you will research three viable options for after you 
graduate.  This can include a career path, technical or career college, military, ministry, missionary 
work, etc…  I just want you to consider what God has waiting for you after you leave Evangel!  You 
may type this! “I know the plans I have for you!” Jeremiah 3:16 
 
Presentation Format - All of these are due by the first day of school and to be turned in to your 
English teacher via Google Classroom. Follow the Google classroom Instructions at the end of this 
packet to upload your assignments.  
 

1) Answers to questions for The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon 
2) Essay for The True History of the Elephant Man by Michael Howell and Peter Ford  
3) Resume    
4) Universities/Career Plans   

Book Assignments - read the corresponding book and complete the following 
assignment 
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Assignment #1 

The True History of the Elephant Man by Michael Howell and Peter Ford  

Over the summer, 12th grade students will read The True History of the Elephant Man by Michael 

Howell and Peter Ford and compose a 2 page essay. Below is an explanation and requirements of 

the content for the essay.  

- All essays must be typed with 1 inch margins, 12 pt. Times New Roman font 

- All essays must follow the following format 

o Introduction Paragraph: Introduce the novel giving general information about 

the plot and major characters. Provide a thesis statement regarding the 

importance of appearances and relationships in the novel.  

o Body Paragraph 1: Discuss the important of one’s appearance. Do people 

generally judge others by his or her outward appearance? How important is it to 

be attractive in the eyes of today’s society? 

o Body Paragraph 2: Describe Merrick’s appearance and how society reacts to his 

outward appearance. How do the reactions of others affect him? Does Merrick 

have any relationships that allow for him to be seen for who he truly is? 

o Body Paragraph 3: Discuss the importance of relationships. How important is 

human connection for someone to live a full life? In your opinion, does Merrick 

gain these connections and does he live a full life?  

o Conclusion Paragraph: Restate the thesis and main points. Add any remaining, 

final thoughts. 

- All essays must have CITED, textual evidence to back up his or her claims in body 

paragraphs 2 & 3.  

- All essays must contain a works cited page with proper MLA format for the book 

referenced.  

Assignment #2 (25 points) 

The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon - Read by ALL students 

Read the book and answer the following questions in complete sentences on a typed document.  

You can open the assignment directly from Google Classroom or you can type your answers on a 

new document. Make sure to type the question, then give your answer underneath.  

 If you copy anything from the book, put quotations marks around it and list the page number. 

1.  Who is Hope and what challenges does she face personally? (name at least two) 

2. Who is Dan and what is he asking Hope to do? 

3. Who is Joyce and how does she impact Hope? 

4. List five “costs” of negativity.   

5. List and explain the “Three No Complaining Tools” found in chapter 13. 

6. Chapter 20 lists six positive principles.  Name and explain those principles. 
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7. Write the No Complaining Rule found in Chapter 25. 

8. Write and explain the “Five Things to Do Instead of Complain” found in Chapter 29. 

9. What had Hope discovered by the end of the book?  Be specific. 

10. What can YOU learn from this book? Be specific. 

 

On Monday, August 6th, and Tuesday, August 7th, from 9am - 12pm, the Commons will be 

open for students to type their assignments and receive help, if needed, by an English teacher on 

staff.  

Students will turn in their assignments to Google Classroom. Please follow the directions below.  

Google Classroom Instructions: 

1. Login to Google using your Evangel email.  

2. Click on the 9 dots in a square “the waffle” in the top right corner. 

3. Click on Classroom. 

4. Click the + in the right hand corner 

5. Enter the class code: i65hok 

Instructions for uploading assignments 

1. Click on the class name in Google Classroom 

2. Click on “classwork” at the top middle 

3. Click on the assignment you need to upload 

4. click “view assignment” 

5. click “add” 

6. upload assignment(s) 

7. click “turn it in” 
 


