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Senior Summer Reading Portfolio 
Evangel Christian Academy 

2019-2020 (dual enrollment students) 
 

1) BOOKS TO READ  

- Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

- Nonfiction of choice (see below) 

- The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon 

All students will be asked to read three books as part of their senior project. Descriptions for the books can be 

found at websites like Amazon.com. All students are required to read Pride and Prejudice by Jane 
Austen. You may be asked to write an essay or may be required to take a test when you return so 
please READ CAREFULLY. 

(TIP: I would recommend putting on some headphones and listening to the audiobook of 
the novel while you read. This novel has a lot of humor. Listening to the audio version will 
help y0ur experience with the book come alive. There are several audiobook versions on 
YouTube and Apple podcasts. More professional versions are available through your local 
library and on apps like Overdrive, Libby and Hoopla. WARNING: None of the movie 
versions are exactly the same as the novel and will throw you off. Be sure you read the novel 
FIRST.) 

 **In addition, DE students need to pick one of the following options as a second book to read. All 
the books are roughly the same number of pages so browse the descriptions before picking one that 
interests you.  

a.     The Pursuit of God by A.W. Tozer (ISBN-10: 1622452968,  
       ISBN-13: 978-1622452965) 
b. What is the Gospel by Greg Gilbert (ISBN-10: 1433515008  
       ISBN- 13: 978-1433515002) 
c. What’s Your Worldview: An Interactive Approach to Life’s Big  
       Questions by James N. Anderson (ISBN-10: 143353892X  
       ISBN-13: 978-1433538926) (Though this is an interactive book and has you hopping all 
over the book, you are required to read all the pages) 

 
For ALL books: Annotate as you read taking notes in the margin, underlining key words and 
phrases. Students should be prepared to take a test including short answer and essay questions during 
the first week of school for each book. (Please note that along with annotation, there are additional 
questions to be answered for the No Complaining book. Questions can be found at the end of this 
document. The other two books need only to be annotated but be prepared to either take a test or 
write an essay on them.) 
 
In my experience, Amazon is the cheapest and easiest vendor for books.   
 
Margin notations are comments and questions made by the reader that demonstrate meaningful 
interaction with the text. A sample page showing thorough and insightful margin notes is provided 
below. The grade will be based on variety, thoughtfulness, thoroughness, and accuracy. 
Most every page should include multiple notations. Random highlights and underlining without 
commentary do not count for credit.  
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Ideas for annotation are as follows:  
 

Label literary techniques (simile, metaphor, personification, allusion, hyperbole, oxymoron, etc.).  

 

and explain the value of each.  

 

 

 

 
 
For additional ideas on annotation - http://chuma.cas.usf.edu/~pinsky/mark_a_book.htm 
 
(See sample example of what a page that is annotated looks like.) 
 
Example annotation from Hamlet: 

 
 
b. For The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon, students will read the book and complete the 
attached questions.  
 
 
 
2) JOURNAL ARTICLES/SPEECH – There are two components to this section.  
 
(a) Choose one of the assigned journal articles - (links to articles posted on the website) 
 a. Read the article 
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b. Summarize the article using your own words, and then write a personal response to the 
article. (One paragraph summary written objectively and one paragraph personal 
response written in first person—a paragraph should be 7-9 well developed 
sentences!) 

 c. List ten unfamiliar words and define them! 
d. In an effort to put into practice good habits, include an MLA works cited.  (You can obtain 

the guidelines for an MLA works cited by visiting the website purdueowl.com or you 
may put in the information about the article as prescribed on the website 
easybib.com.)*You may type this! 

 
(b) Pick a TED Talk that you find interesting. Listen to it carefully. Then follow the same instructions 
(b-d) as given for the article. 
 
Tips for summary paragraph: 

● stick to essential information 

● state each important idea as clearly and concisely as possible 

● include quotation marks whenever you take words or phrases directly from the primary 
source 

● arrange your words into clear ideas that flow smoothly, reflect a logical order, and are 
reflective of the author’s views 

 
Tips for personal response paragraph: 

● Do you agree or disagree with the statements made in the article? 

● Do you have a personal connection to the article? 

● Why did you choose the article? 

● If you had one question you could ask the author what would it be? What information do you 
feel the author could have addressed? 

 
**Have you taken the ACT?  If not, you need to take it this summer!  See Mrs. Anderson 
ASAP for dates and deadlines!  This is VERY important!! 
 
3) Write a COLLEGE APPLICATION ESSAY using the following prompt: (@ 500-1000 words) 
 
Write your “Evangel Story.”  

Tell your “Evangel story.”  (i.e. When did you come to Evangel?  How has being at Evangel 
affected your life?  Are you the same person today that you were on your first day of school here?  How 
have you gone from being that person to the person you are today?  What has been instilled in you 
here?  Etc.)  Simply, yet creatively, tell the story of your time at Evangel, focusing on what you’ve gone 
through, what you’ve learned, and how being at this school has affected your life.  Your essay should 
include an introduction that creatively opens your essay and ends with a thesis statement.  Your 
body paragraphs should each begin with a transition and topic sentence and should focus on a 
single part of your story or a single lesson you’ve learned.  (Take some time to organize this well before 
you begin.)  End your paper with a conclusion paragraph that wraps up the paper with your final 
thoughts on your time at Evangel; this paragraph should also answer the question, “So what?”  Explain 
why your “Evangel story” is important.  Remember…it’s a narrative  It’s your story! 
 

● You may, of course, use “I” in this essay (but not “you”). 
● Turn in with a title page with the title “My Evangel Story,” your name, date, class, etc. 
● Apply all of the writing techniques learned  
● Put forth your very best effort on this; several of you will be chosen to be filmed and shown 

at your graduation ceremony in May!  All of these will be put together in a book for future 
students to read. 
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**If you are new to Evangel, write a personal reflection on your personal high school experience. 
What brought you to Evangel? What do you hope to gain from your experience at ECA?  What are 
your expectations for your senior year? 
 
4) Prepare your PERSONAL RESUME.  Follow the example given (on the school website), but 
remember to make it your own.  Everyone has strengths and weaknesses, so don’t get tangled in 
worries about what you haven’t done; instead, focus on what you have done.  And, remember you 
haven’t graduated yet, so there is still some time to add to this information. *You must type this!  
Easy way to do this—fill in the template provided with your own information.  Don’t recreate the 
wheel!  
 
5) Research your TOP THREE UNIVERSITIES!  Go to the schools website and find out about it. 
After you have perused the website write a paragraph that will inform the reader about the 
university.  Include specific details!  Things to include: 

● location of university 

● minimum GPA and ACT score 

● average GPA and ACT score 

● Does it offer the major you wish to pursue? 

● Application Deadlines (Scholarships, Early Decision, Regular Decision, Rolling Admissions, 
etc…) 

● Does it accept the common application? 

● Tuition (Including room, books, and board) 
● Scholarship opportunities for freshman 

● Are there any specific classes that the university prefers or requires for admission? 

● Athletics, Drama, Music, Performing Arts….what does this university have to offer? 

 
**If you are not planning to go to college, then you will research three viable options for after you 
graduate.  This can include a career path, technical or career college, military, ministry, missionary 
work, etc…  I just want you to consider what God has waiting for you after you leave Evangel!  You 
may type this! “I know the plans I have for you!” Jeremiah 3:16 
 
Presentation Format - All of these are due on the first day of school to be turned in to your 
English teacher!  Please prepare your work in a three ring binder with dividers for each assignment.  
Please present the information in the order that it is listed.  
 

1) Answers to the questions for The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon 
2) Journal Articles 
3) Evangel Story  
4) Resume    
5) Universities/Career Plans   
6) Annotated books – (a) Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice and (b) One of the three options    
     and (c) The No Complaining Rule 

The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon 

Read the book and answer the following questions in complete sentences on a separate piece of 

paper.  If you copy anything from the book, put quotations marks around it and list the page 

number. (25 points) 

1. Who is Hope and what challenges does she face personally? (name at least two) 

2. Who is Dan and what is he asking Hope to do? 

3. Who is Joyce and how does she impact Hope? 

4. List five “costs” of negativity.   
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5. List and explain the “Three No Complaining Tools” found in chapter 13. 

6. Chapter 20 lists six positive principles.  Name and explain those principles. 

7. Write the No Complaining Rule found in Chapter 25. 

8. Write and explain the “Five Things to Do Instead of Complain” found in Chapter 29. 

9. What had Hope discovered by the end of the book?  Be specific. 

10. What can YOU learn from this book? Be specific. 

 
 
 
 


