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Evangel Christian Academy 

8th Grade Summer Reading  

 

Students will read both of the books selected below. These should be read before the 

first day of school.  Students will be tested upon their return to school in August.  

 

Non-fiction: The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon 

Class Novel: The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom 

 

Students will complete an assignment for each book. Please read the directions carefully for each 

assignment. 

On Monday, August 6th, and Tuesday, August 7th, from 9am - 12pm, the Commons will be 

open for students to type their assignments and receive help, if needed, by an English teacher on 

staff.  

Assignment #1 (25 points) 

 

The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon - Read by ALL students 

Read the book and answer the following questions in complete sentences. Answer the questions 

on a separate piece of paper, written neatly or typed. Do NOT plagiarize. You will receive a zero 

for your work if you are caught using answers from the internet or someone else’s answers.  

 If you copy anything from the book, put quotations marks around it and list the page number. 

1.  Who is Hope and what challenges does she face personally? (name at least two) 

2. Who is Dan and what is he asking Hope to do? 

3. Who is Joyce and how does she impact Hope? 

4. List five “costs” of negativity.   

5. List and explain the “Three No Complaining Tools” found in chapter 13. 

6. Chapter 20 lists six positive principles.  Name and explain those principles. 

7. Write the No Complaining Rule found in Chapter 25. 

8. Write and explain the “Five Things to Do Instead of Complain” found in Chapter 29. 

9. What had Hope discovered by the end of the book?  Be specific. 

10. What can YOU learn from this book? Be specific. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

Assignment #2  

Students are expected to read the novel The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom. Answer the 

attached questions as you read. This will be used as a review of the book before your test during 

the first week of school. You will not turn in these questions, but you will need to answer them to 

help you review and be prepared for the test. 

 

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom  

Chapter 1: The One Hundredth Birthday Party 

1. What type of book (genre) is this? 

2. Who is the narrator? 

3. Where does the story take place? 

4. Who was Pickwick? 

5. What is special about today? Why? 

6. What was father like? How did he help the community? 

7. Who was Christoffels? What was special about him? 

8. What did Corrie’s brother think was happening to the Jewish people? 

 

Chapter 2: Full Table 

1. How do the pictures help you understand the text better? 

2. Who was Tante Jans? Why did she come to live with the Ten Booms? 

3. Why didn’t Corrie want to go to elementary school? 

4. What was wrong with Tante Janes? 

5. What memory does Corrie have from going to Amsterdam on the train?  

6. What did Corrie learn about death? What was her reaction?  

 

Chapter 3: Karel  

1. Who was Karel? How did Corrie feel about him? 

2. Why did Corrie not go on to normal school like her sister did?  

3. Who died? How did this affect Corrie’s family? 
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4. What war is Corrie talking about in 1914? 

5. Who got married? How did they meet? 

6. What happened to Tante Jans? Why? 

7. What was Willem’s sermon on? How might this foreshadow what may happen later in the 

text? 

8. Who did Karel bring to the house? Why did this upset Corrie? 

 

Chapter 4: The Watch Shop 

1. What was over in 1918? 

2. What happened to Corrie’s mother? 

3. Nollie got married. How does Corrie feel about not being married? 

4. What did Corrie discover about herself working in the watch shop? 

5. What was special about Peter? 

6. How did the family get a radio? Do things like that still happen today? Explain your answer. 

7. What was interesting about the new apprentice, Otto? 

 

Chapter 5: Invasion 

1. List the most important events of this chapter. 

 

Chapter 6: The Secret Room 

1. How long has the war been going on? 

2. Who are the Gestapo? What power do they have? 

3. What happened to Peter? 

4. What did Willem do to help the Jewish people? 

5. How did Corrie get so many ration cards? 

6. What was the underground? What did this group do? 

7. What was the secret room? Why was it needed? 
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Chapter 7: Eusie 

1. What is the razzia? 

2. What happened to Harry and Cato? 

3. Why do you think the policeman helped Corrie and Cato? 

4. Why was having a phone risky? 

5. Corrie wanted to help the mother and her baby by talking to the Pastor. Why do you think the 

Pastor refused to help? Would you expect this kind of behavior from a Pastor? Explain your 

answer. 

6. What was it about Meyer that made him hard to hide? 

7. What did Corrie start doing to make sure people were safe at her home after Pickwick talked 

to her? 

 

Chapter 8: Storm Clouds Gather 

1. What happened with Corrie’s sister Nollie? What did she do? 

2. How did Corrie get the German doctor to like her and speak with her? What was she really 

trying to do? 

3. How many years has the war gone on now? 

4. Who came to visit Corrie’s family? Do you think he was just paying a friendly visit? Explain 

your answer.  

5. Who got out of prison? What effect did it have on this person? 

6. Why was Corrie summoned to the police station? 

 

Chapter 9: The Raid 

1. What was wrong with Corrie? 

2. What happened in Corrie’s house? 

3. Why did people still think it was safe to come to Corrie’s home? 

4. Where was the family taken? 

5. Why did Corrie remember being taken away with her family? 
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Chapter 10: Scheveningen 

1. Where were Corrie and her family taken? 

2. Describe the new setting Corrie was in. 

3. Why did Corrie not eat her food?  

4. What did people do to pass the time? 

5. What happened when Corrie went to the hospital? 

6. Why do you think Corrie was moved to a new cell? What was different about it? 

7. Who had Corrie found out get released from prison? How did she find this information out? 

 

Chapter 11: The Lieutenant 

1. How did Corrie’s hearing go? 

2. Corrie says that man at the hearing believed in the true National Socialist philosophy. What 

does this philosophy mean? 

3. How was this lieutenant different from others? What was he struggling with? 

4. What was different about the new matron? 

5. How did Corrie get to see her family again? 

6. What happened to the Jewish people that Corrie had helped hide in her home? 

 

Chapter 12: Vught 

1. What was Corrie’s hiding place? How did it help her survive all the events that happened to 

her? 

2. Why did Corrie get taken out of the prison? 

3. How had Corrie found Betsie? How did she feel being together with her again? 

4. Where were Betsie and Corrie now? 

5. What was in the brown envelope? Why was Corrie so shocked? 

6. What jobs were Betsie and Corrie given? How many hours a day did they have to work? 

7. What information did Betsie find out about the day they were arrested? 

8. What happened to 700 men in the concentration camp? Why? 
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Chapter 13: Ravensbruck 

1. Where were Betsie and Corrie now? 

2. Why did the women have to cut their hair? 

3. What was next to Betsie and Corrie’s barracks? 

4. How did Betsie and Corrie help the other prisoners? 

5. Why do you think everyone had a number and no names were used? 

6. What did Betsie and Corrie now have to do for work? 

7. What did the guard do to Betsie when she was working? 

 

Chapter 14: The Blue Sweater 

1. What did Corrie see when she was trying to find Betsie in the hospital? How do you think this 

made her feel? 

2. Why did the women have so much less supervision inside the barracks?  

3. How did Corrie manage to stay with Betsie? 

4. What happened when the barracks got to overcrowded? Where did the people go? 

5. What happened to Betsie? Why is Corrie happy for Betsie? 

 

Chapter 15: The Three Visions 

1. What does entlassen mean? Why is this good news? 

2. What did Corrie say the most fatal disease of being in the concentration camps was? Why? 

3. How long has Corrie been in the prisons? 

4. Who was able to help Corrie once she got back to Holland? 

5. How did Corrie get to her brother? 

6. What did Corrie still miss when she got home? 

7. How did Corrie fulfill her sister’s wishes? 

8. What happened when Corrie saw one of the S.S. men from the former concentration camp? 
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