
 Summer Reading for 11th Grade Dual Enrollment  

Evangel Christian Academy 

11th grade students that will be taking English III Dual Enrollment will read the 

following books and complete the corresponding assignments for summer 2019.  

1. The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon  

2. Night by Eli Weisel  

3. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

 

Assignment #1  

The No Complaining Rule by Jon Gordon - Read by ALL students 

Read the book and answer the following questions in complete sentences. If you copy anything 

from the book, put quotations marks around it and list the page number. 

1.  Who is Hope and what challenges does she face personally? (name at least two) 

2. Who is Dan and what is he asking Hope to do? 

3. Who is Joyce and how does she impact Hope? 

4. List five “costs” of negativity.   

5. List and explain the “Three No Complaining Tools” found in chapter 13. 

6. Chapter 20 lists six positive principles.  Name and explain those principles. 

7. Write the No Complaining Rule found in Chapter 25. 

8. Write and explain the “Five Things to Do Instead of Complain” found in Chapter 29. 

9. What had Hope discovered by the end of the book?  Be specific. 

10. What can YOU learn from this book? Be specific. 

 

Assignment #2  

NIGHT by Eli Weisel 

Answer the following questions showing evidence that you comprehend the book and its big 

ideas. Many of the questions have several aspects to them. To get full credit, answer all aspects 

in full detail. 

 

1. Early in the book, after Moishe the Beadle escapes his execution, no one, not even 

Eliezer, believes his tales (p. 7). Even when the Germans arrive in Sighet and move all 

the Jews into ghettos, the Jewish townspeople seem to ignore or suppress their fears. 

"Most people thought that we would remain in the ghetto until the end of the war, until 

the arrival of the Red Army. Afterward everything would be as before" (p. 12). What 
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might be the reasons for the townspeople's widespread denial of the evidence facing 

them? 

 

2. Talk about how the Nazis' program of persecution against the Jewish people in Sighet 

was carried out in gradual steps (p. 9).  

 

3. How do you think the Jews felt as the persecution escalated? Why do you think they 

followed the Germans' rules? Should they have stood up? Would you have reacted 

differently? 

 

4.  When Eliezer sees his father being beaten with an iron bar, he keeps silent and thinks of 

"stealing away" so he won't have to watch what's happening (p. 54). Instead of directing 

his anger at the Kapo, he becomes mad at his father. What do you think is really going on 

inside of Eliezer? Who is he really mad at? 

 

5. Think of the kapos and the little blonde pipel who is hanged on page 64. Who are the 

bystanders? Who are the perpetrators? Who are the victims in Night? Do these roles 

sometimes overlap? 

 

6. In his 1986 Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, Wiesel says: "[O]ne person of integrity 

can make a difference, a difference of life and death. As long as one dissident is in prison, 

our freedom will not be true. As long as one child is hungry, our life will be filled with 

anguish and shame. What all these victims need above all is to know that they are not 

alone; that we are not forgetting them, that when their voices are stifled we shall lend 

them ours, that while their freedom depends on ours, the quality of our freedom depends 

on theirs" (p. 120). Think of conflicts and wars you've studied in your history or social 

studies classes at school. How does this statement make you feel about your place in the 

world? 
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7. At the end of Night, Wiesel writes: "From the depths of the mirror, a corpse was 

contemplating me. The look in his eyes as he gazed at me has never left me" (p. 115). 

What parts of Eliezer died during his captivity? What was born in their place? 

 

8.  What scenes from Night do you remember most vividly? Have they made you look at the 

world or your family differently?  

 

9.  At which points did you identify with Eliezer? Who did you identify with most in Night? 

Give specific examples from the book showing your comprehension and analysis of 

events.  

 

10. What literal and symbolic meanings does "night" have in the book? 

 

Assignment #3 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

As part of your summer reading requirement, choose one of the essay prompts below and write a 

well-developed essay that shows your grasp of The Great Gatsby 

ESSAY TOPICS  

1. How does Fitzgerald foreshadow the tragedies at the end? 

2. Does the novel critique or uphold the values of the Jazz Age and the fears of the Lost 

Generation? (You will need to do a little research to understand the context of the age in which 

this novel is written, but remember this essay is about the novel and should be focused on the 

ideas in the novel rather than an information about the age. All research needs to be cited 

accurately.) 

3. Fitzgerald wrote, "You don't write because you want to say something, you write because you 

have something to say." What did Fitzgerald have to say in Gatsby? Consider the themes that 

are explored in the novel. Here is a video that might help you find themes in the novel - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4qME64SkxM 

4. Fitzgerald scholar Matthew J. Bruccoli claims: "The Great Gatsby does not proclaim the 

nobility of the human spirit; it is not politically correct; it does not reveal how to solve the 

problems of life; it delivers no fashionable or comforting messages. It is just a masterpiece." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4qME64SkxM


Write an essay that argues for or against this statement. Provide evidence from the novel that 

supports your argument. 

5. Colors are often associated with characters in The Great Gatsby. As you read, use this 

organizer to track information about colors - 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson831/color-journal.pdf. Then 

follow the instructions found at this link to write a well-developed essay about your chosen 

character  - 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson831/assignment.pdf 

Here is an additional video on characterization that might be helpful - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p9km8ks1pXE 

6. The “green light” is a symbol in the novel. Consider this or another symbol in the novel and 

discuss in your essay what the symbol might represent as well and how it is developed? For 

help with symbols, check this link out - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69A6xyXGC-M 

7. According to the novel, what does it mean to be wealthy? How does it contribute or detract 

from happiness? What responsibilities come with wealth? Remember to stick with the ideas 

about wealth presented in the novel. Do not share your personal opinions. 

8. How is Nick “the perfect narrator?”  

9. How is this novel a critical commentary of American society?  

10. How does Fitzgerald use irony in the novel? What are the effects of the irony?  

11. How does the novel’s structure affect the unwinding of the plot? Is Gatsby a tragic hero? This 

link might help you understand what makes a character a tragic hero - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AI5D3Posaig 

 

Essay guidelines: 

1. Your essay needs  

a. to follow the basic five paragraph structure.  

b. to have an introduction with a hook, a transition and a thesis.  

c. to have a minimum of three body paragraphs that supports the points you make in 

your thesis statement 

d. to have a conclusion, a paragraph that restates the thesis and gives a broader scope 

for the ideas in your essay. 
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e. needs to be well-edited and grammatically sound. 

f. needs to follow the MLA format. 

 

Essay help 

Here are some videos that might help you write your essay. I highly recommend watching ALL 

of them before your sit down to write. Even if you don’t watch all of them, be sure you at least 

check out the first one (the basic five paragraph structure) 

1. For help understanding the basic five paragraph structure of an essay - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8X5WoCHhtCM 

2. For help developing an introduction to your essay (this essay helps explain all the 

different parts of an introduction – hook, transition and thesis statement) - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rnq17dyxyu4 

3. For help writing a thesis statement - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9R0ivCaLtnY 

4. For help structuring your body paragraphs - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4e-

3845oSM0 

5. For help with transitions - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gku-vSf9Rk 

6. For help writing a conclusion – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4NaQf3P7pn8 
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